Hard Changes

Confrontation:

The Big Showdown.

I know I am right!

So much seems at stake.

The opponent is tough,

but my cause is “just”. 

Everything within me strains forward,

strengthened by fear.

Yet the object feels more and more immovable,

so large that I can’t even see around it.

Righteous indignation fuels my frustration and anger, and

confusion sets in.

Then I remember that You, Lord, are here with me,

and I turn to You for solace and direction.

In Your presence, I begin to see the situation in a new light.

Lord, if the change should be in me,

if the real obstacle is my ignorance, and

the only things at stake are

my ego and 

the comfort of the status quo,

soften my heart;

pull down my pride.

I open my clenched fists and

spread my arms to You,

bowing in Your presence.

In Your mercy, grant me

a trust that is willing to turn loose,

a humility that is gracious and joyful,

a Spirit that ever longs to give and heal.

But the lingering unknowns?

The hurts and unresolved fears?

I release them to you, my Savior, resting in

a wisdom that is always selfless and patient, and

a justice that overflows with mercy.

I know You care for me –

for me, Lord,

and that is more than enough.

I love You, my God!

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:3-8, NASB)
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