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9/2/2009

A Model for Prayer
Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession.”
Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.”

He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”

The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.

He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.”

“Yes, Lord,” she said, “but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”

Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour. (Matthew 15:21-28, NIV)

She came humbly.
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. (James 4:10, NIV)

She came presenting her need.

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. (Philippians 4:6, NIV)

She came in faith.

If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer. (Matthew 21:22, NIV)

She came unselfishly, driven by love.

You do not have, because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. (James 4:2b-3, NIV)
She came submissively, content to accept whatever God would give.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven. (Matthew 6:9-10, NIV)

She came persistently.

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. (Matthew 7:7, NIV)
She came to Jesus Christ, putting all her hope in Him.

Listen & sing:

Only You
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

© 2009 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.

9/9/2009

I Want to Follow Jesus
[Jesus asked,] “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Christ.” 

Jesus…then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” (Mark 8:29-31, 34, NIV)

Jesus needed His followers to understand where He was going and how He was going to get there. “Yes, I am the Messiah. But that doesn’t mean success and glory are just ahead. It means I am about to sacrifice My life for the salvation of others, for people who don’t understand it and don’t deserve it. And if you want to be My followers, you have to deny your own interests as I have, pick up your cross, and come with Me.”

Deny myself—it’s a noble thought, but what does it involve? It means I have to

· renounce my own interests completely

· be totally without regard for my advantage, comfort, and convenience

· give up dependence on my own knowledge and resources and depend only on the Father
· take my life and future out of my own hands and place them totally in His.

That’s easy to say but not easy to do. Life’s demands continually nag at my weaknesses. Fears and comforts pull me this way and that. How can I resist self-protection and self-concern? How can I follow Jesus straight into His storm of suffering?
But then I look at Him. I see the person He was and the way He lived. I see His peace, His patience, His sufficiency in every situation. I see His deep, constant relationship with the Father. I see His fearless, powerful, never-strained love. And I want to deny myself. I want to rid myself of this perpetual burden of petty self-concern. I want to pick up my own cross and follow Him wherever He goes. I want to be like Him. I say with the Apostle Paul: 

I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him…I want to know Christ…and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. (Philippians 3:8-9, 10, NIV)

What attracts me to this life is the inherent beauty of Jesus Christ.
Listen & sing:

Come See Our God
 [To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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9/16/2009

If Jesus…
Offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. (Romans 6:13, NIV)
If Jesus had your life, how would He live it?
If Jesus had your job, how would He perform it?

If Jesus had your skills, how would He use them?

If Jesus had your money, how would He spend it?

If Jesus had your neighbors, how would He treat them?

If Jesus had your family, how would He show His love for them?

If Jesus saw the needs you see, how would He respond?

Listen & sing:

Be Love in Me
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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9/23/2009

Father, Glorify Yourself 
through This Need
[Jesus replied,] “Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!” (John 12:27-28, NIV)

When some current concern stirs up our anxieties, we desperately pray for deliverance. We beg God to take away the need. Sometimes He is glad to do so and removes it quickly. Sometimes He does not.

Do you want a prayer that God will always answer and always grant? Pray this: Father, glorify Yourself through this need. Express your concerns to Him simply and honestly, but make His glory the focus of your prayer. When God is glorified in the eyes of people—that is, when they see how loving and beautiful and wonderful He is—the good far outweighs the meeting of the one immediate need.
Remember, Jesus teaches us that when we come to God, we are to pray this way:

Our Father, high above us in heaven,

may Your name be glorified,

may Your Kingdom come,

and may Your will be done

here on earth, just as it is in heaven.
(Matthew 6:9-10, paraphrase)

Listen & sing:

Father, We Come
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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9/30/2009

The Gift of Life
God saw all that he had made,

and it was very good. (Genesis 1:31, NIV)

Do you believe the whole universe simply came to be, with no cause or creator? Do you believe that all the matter in all the stars in all the vastness of space had no source? Do you believe that the well-ordered laws of nature somehow just happened on their own?

What about life? Your body is a miracle. It’s made up of billions of microscopic cells, each alive, each intricately constructed, each carrying on complex functions that no factory or laboratory can match. And somehow they all perform together in a magnificent dance that keeps your body working around the clock, without you even being conscious of it. 

You didn’t ask to be born. You didn’t create yourself. You do little to keep yourself alive. Most of your essential physical functions operate automatically, requiring no conscious effort on your part. Virtually all you have to do is feed and water yourself, and for that you’ve been given powerful, built-in drives. 

Quite literally, life is a gift. Your life is a gift. Each human life is a precious gift.

How should we respond to this gift of life? We should receive it with awe…with reverence…with joyful gratitude…with sober thought for how we treat this life in ourselves and in others.
We should receive this gift with love. Life was given with love, and we should receive it with love—love for our Creator and love for His life in each human creation around us. Love preserves life, enriches life, and treats it with the care and respect that it deserves.

Listen & sing:

Praise to You, Giver of Life!
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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10/7/2009

Ordinary Things
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 

as working for the Lord, not for men. (Colossians 3:23, NIV)

For many of us, our first glimpse of God was through the ordinary things of life. We sensed Him in a person, through something in nature, or through a life situation.

The best path to God is still through ordinary things.

Do you want to set apart your whole life and your whole self for God? Do for

God what you would ordinarily do for yourself.

Do you want to reach out to God and fully unite yourself to Him? Use your

ordinary occupations and daily obligations. Do each one, not for human respect or personal pleasure, but in glad obedience to God, out of love for Him.
Listen & sing:

Not I, but Christ
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

By Brother Lawrence and Ken Bible,

© 2009 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.
This devotional is from THE PRACTICE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD Devotional Book, a free book download from LNWhymns.com.
10/14/2009

I Am Your Servant
Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,

and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.
(Mark 10:43-44, NIV)

Pray this simple prayer in all kinds of circumstances:
When you have time in front of you that is not yet spoken for;

When you are preoccupied with your own plans;

When you find yourself overwhelmed and confused;

When you don’t know which way to turn;

When someone is in need but you don’t know how to help them.

Remind God—and yourself—that You are His, that You are open and listening to Him, that You are always available to Him.

God,

I am Your servant.
Listen & sing:

If You Would Be Great
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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10/21/2009

One by One
Our magnificent God created the entire physical universe with a word. His sovereignty is so complete that He simply expresses His will, and matter obeys.

When Jesus came, surely He could have healed the same way. With just a word He could have healed an entire village, an entire nation, the whole world. But He did not. He healed personally, individually, one by one. 
He healed in many different ways. Healing was not a technique but a personal exchange. He always established personal contact with the one requesting the healing, whether with the needy person or their representative (sick people often can’t speak for themselves). From the petitioner, there was an expression of faith. Then from Jesus, a word…a look…sometimes a touch…and a changed life.
Jesus shared the Father’s love person to person, face to face. How else could you fully express such a deep, personal, intimate love? 
He calls us, His servants and friends, to express God’s love the same way to each of His loved ones all around us: person to person, one by one.
Listen & sing:

One by One
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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10/28/2009

Children of the King
Jesus said that when we believe in Him, we become citizens of the Kingdom of God. He taught us about living in that Kingdom, and many of His teachings seem strange, difficult, or even backward to us: “Do not worry about your life…” (Matthew 6:25); “Love your enemies…” (Matthew 5:44); “If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also” (Matthew 5:39). According to the Beatitudes, those who are blessed in God’s Kingdom are not the rich, powerful, and popular, but the poor, meek, and persecuted (Matthew 5:3-12). 

As citizens of God’s Kingdom who live in this world as well, we feel that tension. We’re called to simply trust God when fear and worry feel more natural. We’re commanded to love some very unlovely and unkind people. We’re told to be lowly servants when our ego craves gold and glory.
But here’s the key. As citizens of God’s Kingdom, we live in the court of the King. This King is our Father, and we are His royal children. He is loving. He is wise. He is infinitely powerful. And this King is always, always, always with us, constantly looking out for our good, eager to provide for our every need.

Jesus teaches us that we should think and live as such royal children, in the immediate presence of our Father. When we do, everything changes! God is love, so we want to love everyone He loves. His resources are unlimited, so generosity is natural and affordable. Jesus’ upside-down teachings suddenly start to make perfect sense! When we trust ourselves to our Father’s care, we are free to live and love and give as Christ taught.
Remember: you are living in the presence of the King! 

Listen & sing:

What a Strange and Wonderful Kingdom!
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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11/4/2009

Look to Your Father
We long for consistency in our lives, especially in our relationship with our Father. We sense moments of oneness with Him, but soon our thoughts are pulled and pushed this way and that.
We long for Jesus’ relationship with the Father. No matter how busy or pressured His life became, He always seemed one with His Father, constantly looking to Him, depending on Him, remaining open to Him. Most of us fall far short of that relationship with the Father.

But as we look to Him more and more, as simple prayer weaves itself into the fabric of our moments, we grow into Him. The prayer Jesus taught us becomes more and more the constant cry of our hearts:

Our Father in heaven,

may Your name be glorified,

may Your Kingdom come,

may Your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
(Matthew 6:9-10, paraphrase)

Even when our conscious thoughts wander and we seem to forget Him for a time, our hearts remain focused on Him. Increasingly we want only what He wants. We love Him, depend on Him, and crave unbroken fellowship with Him. This is the gracious Spirit of Christ, putting down deeper roots in us, growing and spreading in the garden of our hearts.

Listen & sing:

The Father’s Face
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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11/11/2009

Hope Has No Ifs
Hope keeps us going. Positive expectations pull us forward. On a day-to-day basis, where life is mostly lived, these expectations are often tied to circumstances. Our satisfaction has an “if”:

If I had the day off tomorrow…

If I could sleep late in the morning…

If I had a week’s vacation…

If a big raise would come through…

If I could get out of this job into a new career…

We tend to hinge our happiness on developments that are both out of our reach and doomed to disappoint when they arrive. Time off work proves to be a mixture of joy and turmoil, like the rest of life. That big raise evaporates into the family budget. The new career eventually becomes just another job.

We place our hopes on things that are too temporary to meet our true needs and too shallow to touch the root of our discontent. Our lives are thus driven by misdirected hopes and dragged down by restlessness and frustration.

But we don’t have to let circumstances define our joy or fruitfulness. Recall your personal encounters with God—when you first trusted Him for salvation, and when you’ve trusted Him since on matters big or small. Sensing His reality and His presence, you tasted a satisfaction and a settled rest that are more constant than temporary situations. They grow from a hope that is deep and unchanging.

We all experience a certain restlessness in life. We find ourselves reaching for more, whether that “more” be new purchases, physical pleasure, or personal achievement. But bring your restlessness to God. Direct your restless seeking toward Him, making Psalm 62 your testimony:

My soul finds rest in God alone…

My hope comes from him…

Trust in him at all times…

Though your riches increase,

do not set your heart on them. (Psalm 62:1, 5, 8, 10, NIV)

When God becomes the focus of our seeking, our satisfaction is no longer an “if”. All His promises, all His love ever wanted for us, all He is, has come to us in Jesus Christ. As we look to Him and trust Him, He becomes our happiness and our hope. Only Jesus Christ brings rich and satisfying contentment.

Listen & sing:

We Lift the Light of Hope
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

© 1993, 2009 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.

11/18/2009

Deep Peace
The peace of God,

which transcends all understanding,

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 4:7, NIV)

As we develop a habit of continual prayer, our relationship with God grows. We are at rest in Him. Our spirit is satisfied in His presence.

In a sense, we live as if it is only God and us in the world. We are always together and converse naturally. We gain a holy freedom in Him. We ask whatever we need, and He pours unexpected graces on us. Our trust deepens. We rejoice with Him in a thousand daily ways.

This communion with God is held in the depths of the soul, at its very center. We can speak to God heart-to-heart in a wonderful peace. Exterior concerns are only a fire of straw: the more they flare, the sooner they are burnt out. Such concerns need not disturb our inner peace.

Listen & sing:

Peace, Peace, Peace
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

By Brother Lawrence and Ken Bible,

© 2009 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.
This devotional is from THE PRACTICE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD Devotional Book, a free book download from LNWhymns.com.
11/25/2009

Christmas Is a Story of Joy
Do not be afraid.

I bring you good news of great joy.
(Luke 2:10, NIV)

Christmas is a story of Joy.

It’s a story of wonder,

of magnificent promises

made and kept.

It’s a story of faith,

of love and light and worship,

a story of long journeys

and incredible discoveries.

It’s a story of kings and angels,

of shepherds and priests,

of young and old.

It’s a story of beautiful, ordinary people.

But above all,

Christmas is a story of Jesus.

When we sing at Christmas,

we sing about Him. 

When we celebrate,

we celebrate Him.

When we are happy,

we are happy because

He is with us.

Christmas is a story of Joy,

and our Joy is

Jesus.

Listen & sing:

Come Rejoicing!
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

© 2000 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.

12/2/2009

Christmas Is a Story of Love
Love comes from God…
God is love…

For God so loved the world 

that He gave His one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life. 

(1 John 4:7, 8; John 3:16, NIV)

Christmas is a story of Love.

For hundreds of years,

Love had whispered,

“I am coming!

I am coming to be with you

to stay with you forever!”

It was Love that celebrated that night

in the skies over Bethlehem with

angels,

music, and

shouts of praise.

Love was the shining star

high in the sky,

sent to draw people from far away

to come and worship the Baby.

And Love has entered our hearts.

We can feel it drawing us

to love and worship God.

We can see it gathering us together

to celebrate His coming.

And we can sense it

reaching out this Christmas

to share with the needy all around us.

Christmas is a story of Love,

Love that has come to us,

Love that has brightened our lives;

and Love is

Jesus.

Listen & sing:

Jesus Loves Me (Christmas)
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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12/9/2009

Rejoice in Your Destiny
God made him who had no sin
to be sin for us,

so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
(2 Corinthians 5:21, NIV)

The Christmas story is so simple that a child can enjoy it, yet so broad and deep that no human mind can grasp it all. A Being so magnificent that He spoke the universe into existence from nothing—He merely expressed His will and it appeared—this Being became entirely human and lived among us.

We could see and touch the One who transcends all matter. What we saw, what we touched was love—pure, complete, compassionate love, in a world soaked with fear and selfishness. 

This Being became humble. How could the sovereign source of all be humble? The immense God became small for us. Perfect wisdom, perfect peace, perfect love became small and simple enough for us.

In this One, our mortality took on immortality. The human has become divine. Humility glows with Majesty. Weakness is now strength. Our darkness now shines with the splendor of Almighty God.
Look at Jesus Christ. He has become what we can be:

a creature one with our Creator;

a child of man and a child of God;

thoroughly human, yet holy and divine.

Look at Jesus Christ and rejoice in your destiny. 
Listen & sing:

You Came to Us
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

© 2009 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.

12/16/2009

Constant Christmas
Giving gifts to people we love…
Receiving gifts from people who love us…
Togetherness…
Good food…
Beautiful music…
Warmth…mystery…reflection…

We enjoy all these blessings at Christmas. But if Christmas is only these things, it is temporary. It is soon swallowed up by daily life.

Christmas is Jesus. He is God’s eternal gift to our entire race. He is God’s constant, moment-by-moment gift to each of us personally. Jesus is:

· Forgiveness for every wrong thing we’ve ever done
· A purity that we couldn’t imagine and don’t deserve

· A warm, deep love that transforms our attitudes toward God, ourselves, and every other human being

· His Spirit within us, growing all His joy, peace, gentleness, goodness, and patience

· His wisdom whenever we need it (James 1:5)
· The promise that we will someday be completely like Him

This Christmas, come to God as a child. Ask Him for the one gift that encompasses all other gifts, the one gift that He most loves to give: His own Son, Jesus Christ.
Listen & sing:

Jesus, the Gift of Christmas
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]

© 2009 by Ken Bible, c/o LNWhymns.com.

12/23/2009

Christmas Is a Story of Worship
On coming to the house, [the Magi] saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. (Matthew 2:11, NIV)

Christmas is a story of worship.
The scriptures say that

the heavens sing of God’s glory,

and the earth tells of 

the wonderful things He does.

Jesus said that if God’s people are silent,

the rocks themselves will cry out and

praise Him.

When the shepherds heard that

the Promised One had come,

they ran to Bethlehem and

worshiped the Child.

When the wise men knew that

He was born,

distance could not keep them away.

They came and brought Him 

precious gifts—

gifts fit for a king.

They bowed low and

worshiped Him.

How can we do any less?

With all the elaborate celebrating

this time of year,

how much do we truly worship Him?

Christmas is a story of worship.

And this season,

in the privacy of our hearts,

with the wise men,

with the shepherds, and

with all creation,

let us bow and worship Him.

Let us worship

Jesus.

Listen & sing:

Adoration
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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12/30/2009

God Will Be Exalted
“Be still, and know that I am God;

I will be exalted among the nations,

I will be exalted in the earth.”
(Psalm 46:10, NIV)

Though the mountains collapse into the sea, 
though the earth goes up in flame and 
the sun shines no more, 
we need not fear, for

God will be exalted.

Though our personal world collapses, 

though others abandon us and 
our body decays, 
we will lift our eyes, for

God will be exalted.

This will be our joy, 
our peace, and 

our security:

God will be exalted.

Whatever happens or doesn’t happen to us, 
this is our goal, 
this is our prayer, 
this is our one concern, that

God will be exalted.

Listen & sing:

God Will Be Exalted
[To listen, click the title above,

then click “Recording” in the right-hand column.]
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