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(Topics, Lead-in, and Lead-in Devotional Reading below)
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TOPICS:     Church; Creator; Praise & Worship

LEAD-IN:   Praise the Lord!
                    Sing to the Lord a new song,
                    And His praise in the congregation of the godly ones. 
                    Let Israel be glad in his Maker;
                    Let the sons of Zion rejoice in their King.
                    Let them praise His name with dancing;
                    Let them sing praises to Him with timbrel and lyre. 
                    For the Lord takes pleasure in His people;
                    He will beautify the afflicted ones with salvation.

                    Let the godly ones exult in glory;
                    Let them sing for joy on their beds.
                    Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, 
                    And a two-edged sword in their hand,
                    To execute vengeance on the nations
                    And punishment on the peoples,
                    To bind their kings with chains
                    And their nobles with fetters of iron,
                    To execute on them the judgment written; 
                    This is an honor for all His godly ones. 
                    Praise the Lord!

LEAD-IN DEVOTIONAL READING:

                                        Reflection on Psalm 149
                                    with Ephesians 6:10-18

O Almighty Father,
            we are Your people!
You take pleasure in us, and 
            we are glad in You.
We find joy in all You are, and 
            our praise spills over into
            all we are. 
Spirit, mind, and body
            rejoice in You and
            dance in You. 
We lift You up with
            songs and
            lives of 
praise!

In this evil world, we are 
            Your holy temple, 
            Your living Body.
And yes, we are Your army. 
We go in Your name, 
armed with
            Your Spirit and
            Your Word. 



We are protected by
            Your truth,
            Your righteousness, and 
            Your salvation.

We are an army of love.
We are Your people, loving Lord! 
We are Messiah’s people,
            the people of the Living God!
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