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(Topics, Lead-in, and Lead-in Devotional Reading below)

q     = 69

Habakkuk 3:16-19
with 1 Thessalonians 5:16; James 1:17



TOPICS:     Joy; Living in Christ

LEAD-IN:   Even if the fig tree does not blossom, 
                    And there is no fruit on the vines,
                    If the yield of the olive fails,
                    And the fields produce no food,
                    Even if the flock disappears from the fold, 
                    And there are no cattle in the stalls,
                    Yet I will triumph in the Lord,
                    I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. 
                    (Habakkuk 3:17-18, NASB)

LEAD-IN DEVOTIONAL READING:

                            Reflection on Habakkuk 3:16-19
Almighty God,
as I begin to see You for
            all You are, 
I bow here with
            a quiet spirit and
            a smiling heart, 
patiently waiting
            Your will 
            in Your time

I begin to trust You
            because I know Your heart,
            even when I don’t fully understand Your actions.

I begin to realize that 
            my joy
is not dependent on
            my circumstance.
I can always be joyful because You are 
            always God,
            always here,
            always the same, and 
            always, always, always
                        right and 
                        good.

I want my circumstances and 
            this entire world
to be right as well, Lord,
            and I know they will be.
            You have promised to make them right! 
But for now,
I live in
            joy and
            settled peace 
as I live and trust in
            You.
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