Living in the Father’s Presence
We are needy creatures living in a material world. We need food, shelter, and clothing.
To meet these needs, we work, we worry, we gather and grasp. And if we get more than
we need for today, we hungrily store it away for the future.
By nature, we are self-centered, driven by desires of which we are only vaguely aware.
We long to wrap ourselves in pleasure and security and the admiration of others. We
crave glory and gold.
And so it goes. We live, we long, we scramble, and we die, with our hearts entwined
with the physical world around us.
But our Creator made us for better things. He made us to be like Himself, to share the
endless abundance of all He is. He designed us for love…for eternity. But when we
turned away from Him so long ago, we lost sight of our birthright and our destiny. We
degenerated into the fearful, selfish creatures that we are.
But our Creator didn’t abandon us. He sent His own divine Son as a human being like
us, to show us Who He is and who we can be. He came to renew us in the full image of
our holy and loving Creator. He came to teach us that this Creator is our Father, and
that He longs to be our Father in a deeper and more personal sense. He wants us to
realize that He is always with us. His loving eye focuses always on us. He wraps our
entire existence in Himself.
Jesus Christ came to teach us and show us what it means to live in the presence of this
Father who is all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-loving. He is already aware of our every
need. And this Father requires of us only one thing: that we trust Him.
As we trust Him and live before Him, the logic of daily living is turned upside-down. With
such a Father, trusting makes sense, not worry. Giving is logical, not grasping. A close
relationship with this Father is our highest good, our greatest security, and our deepest
pleasure.
Hymns:
Children of the Lord
We Are Children
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