
When God Calls 

Genesis 12:1-7 
 
 

By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he 
was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was 
going. (Hebrews 11:8, NASB) 

 
The old adage says, “A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush”. Apparently Abraham 
didn’t believe that. When Almighty God called him to leave his home and extended 
family—the comfortable, the familiar, the secure, the “bird in the hand”—he obeyed. He 
didn’t know where God was taking him, but he followed anyway.  
 
His obedience was the outward evidence of an inward faith. He had met Sovereign 
God, the Creator, the Lord of heaven and earth. Once Abraham had encountered Him, 
nothing else mattered. God’s reality was motivation enough. God Himself had called. 
Abraham obeyed. Since he believed in this Being who spoke to him, what else would he 
do? It was by faith that Abraham obeyed (Hebrews 11:8, NASB). 
 
Abraham’s situation is not unique. Almighty God comes personally to every believer. He 
calls each of us. He makes demands. He makes promises. 
 
He points to a new path and commands us to leave the life we have known and begin a 
new one. We don’t know where our new life, our new path, will take us. But if we believe 
the One who is calling—if we believe He is who He says He is—what else would we do 
but bow and obey? How else could we respond but to follow wherever He leads us? 
 

 
For a time, God may isolate us 

from every other source of supply 
but Himself. 

It can be frightening. 
But what an amazing privilege! 

Almighty Creator God is looking into our eyes, 
one-on-one, 

face-to-face, saying, 
“I am God your Father. 

I love you. 
You can trust Me.” 

 
 

Hymn: Lead Me On 
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