A Personal Reflection

I've been in full-time Christian ministry over forty years. | began in 1973, teaching at
God’s Bible School in Cincinnati. Two years later | moved to Kansas City to work for
Lillenas Publishing Company, where | spent 34 years. Since leaving there at the end of
2009, God has focused me on writing and publishing hymns and devotional material. All
my adult life I've also been active in my local church, mostly teaching the Bible.

From my own experience, | offer this testimony:

God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency
in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed (2 Corinthians
9:8, NASB).

God has fully equipped me for absolutely everything He has ever called me to do. Every
task, every time.

Have | always felt confident in myself? Heavens, no. Usually the opposite. Though I've
been teaching for forty years, public speaking has never come naturally to me. But God
uses me, enables me, and always gives me a message that | know is from Him. He
shares His wisdom with me, and He shares His wisdom through me.

I've written over 500 hymns, a number of books, a regular blog, and articles for a variety
of uses and formats. But every morning as | get up to write, | deeply feel my total
inadequacy for that day’s task. Every single morning. Before | get out of bed, | pray,
reminding God of my total dependence on Him. | make myself available to Him, telling
Him that | can only do what He enables me to do.

For my part, | pray, study, prepare thoroughly, rest, exercise, try to take care of myself,
and work hard. | do my best with everything | write, whatever the task. And at the end of
the day, sometimes | feel comfortable with the results of that day’s writing. Sometimes |
don’t. But | keep it committed to Him, and | trust Him to work in His own way and time.

Even though | am not confident in myself, | am confident in Him. And He never, ever

lets me down. As long as | look to Him, He never abandons me to my own weakness
and incompetency. Forty years and counting.

Listen & Sing: Speak Your Word, My Father (from LNWhymns.com)
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